Syed Basher
Atkinson (Economics) — York University
Summer 2007

AK/ECON 4081 Research Seminar in Economics 3.0

Start date: May 08, 2007
Location: VH 3003, Tuesday 6-9pm.

Note: If you have a documented disability at York that you wish to have accommodated
in this course, please see me immediately.

Office: VH 1091

E-mail: basher@econ.yorku.ca

Course website: http://www.syedbasher.org/teaching/ECON4081.htm
Tel: (416) 736-2100 ext. 77063

Office Hours: 4:30-6pm on Tuesday, or by appointment

Course description:

The objective of the course is to help students develop strong analytical, quantitative and
communication skills through the pursuit of independent research. The subject of
discussion will vary from class to class, which will enable students to become familiar
with some of the major issues and research approaches in a number of areas of
economics.

Evaluation:

Given the nature and objectives of a research seminar, there will be no traditional exams
in this course. Instead, your performance in this course will be assessed based on the
following components and their corresponding weights:

Research Paper: 40%
Presentation 1: 20%

Presentation 2: 20%

Participation and attendance: 20%

Please note that although research cooperation and the exchange of ideas are welcome
and encouraged in general, you will be responsible for each of the above items
individually. In other words, no group presentations or papers are allowed in this course.
This is primarily due to two reasons. First, the class size is small and second, this will
help maintain the highest possible level of objectivity of student evaluation as there will
be no uncertainty about individual contributions to the final piece of work (which may
arise in case of group projects).
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Major Research Paper:

The first component of your research project will be a research proposal due in class on
May 22, 2006. The proposal should be 1-2 pages long and should include a tentative
bibliography. More information will be provided in class and on the course website.
(Note: If you are an Arts Faculty Economics major, please identify yourself immediately
since your proposal is due ASAP.)

You are required to submit the final version of an original research paper by Tuesday,
July 31, 2007. No extension under any circumstances! The paper should be submitted
both in hard copy and electronic format (via email). As a guideline, the paper should be
15-20 pages in length (double-spaced, font 11, excluding tables, graphs, appendices and
references). The emphasis should be on content rather than the length of the paper. Bear
in mind that the main attributes of excellence in research are originality of ideas,
soundness of analysis, practical applications and academic honesty. These are the main
categories based on which the quality of your research contribution will be assessed in
this class as well.

In order to provide guidance and maintain continuity in your research effort, you will be
required to submit at least one draft before you submit your final research paper. This
will help you gain valuable feedback and positively affect the quality and efficiency of
your research. Therefore, draft deadline (July 10, 2007) should be strictly observed.

Presentations:

Given the small class size you should expect to deliver 2 presentations during the term.
For the first presentation, you should present a journal article published in a reputed
economics journal. Below you will find a bibliography of papers to choose from for your
first presentations. Please note that this list of topics and papers is suggested only as it
reflects the instructor’s areas of specialization and you may choose to present other
papers as well. However, your choice is subject to approval by instructor to ensure a
comparable level of effort is exerted in the preparation of the presentation.

For the second presentation, you should present your own research paper that you will be
doing for the course. Notice that your second presentation is not based on your final work
that you’re required to submit, rather it is typically based on “work in progress”. This
way, it is expected that, you will get valuable feedbacks and directions for further
improvements.

The dates for your presentations will be posted on the course web page. For an effective
presentation it will be important to be organized and to communicate the research in a
simple and clear format. It is advisable that you prepare some supporting material for
presentations such as a PowerPoint file, handouts or transparencies for overhead projector
presentation.



Participation and attendance:

For an active class discussion, attendance and participation is a must! Therefore, you
are not allowed to miss any class at all! Avoid falling sick and/or engaged in other
appointments!! If you must miss a class, your mark for participation/attendance will be
reduced accordingly.

In order to be able to participate in class discussion during presentations, it is important
that you do the readings in advance of each class. Passive attendance will not be
assessed positively.
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Important Dates/Instructions:

1.

Email me the topic (with complete reference) of the journal article for your first
presentation by Friday, May 11, 2007.

Research proposal is due on Tuesday, May 22, 2007.

In the second lecture, May 15, 2007, | will discuss on “how effectively to use library
resources for research in economics.” Don’t miss the class!

The first presentation will be based on alphabetic order (ascending) of students’
name, while the second presentation will be based on alphabetic order (descending)
of students’ name.

Possible dates for all the presentations will be posted online, check the course web
page regularly!

Again, do not miss any class, and participate, participate, & participate!

For rules and procedures on academic honesty and integrity, please visit

e Students should review the York Academic Honesty policy for themselves at:
http://www.yorku.ca/secretariat/legislation/senate/acadhone.htm

e Students might also wish to review the interactive on-line Tutorial for students on
academic integrity, at: http://www.yorku.ca/tutorial/academic_integrity/
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